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WHEREAS, the Rector, Church Wardens and Yustrymen of t Vita? 

‘ x 

Church, inthe GEL A Ge ot Caterer — county of Matron — 


State of New Yurk, and Diocese of Westorn New-York, Mavs by an instrument this day presented to mo, appropriated and 


given a houye of worship erected by them, in said ¢Ca ge JCAL 21a 1 the worshipand scrvice of 


Ajmionty Gon, according to the ministry, doctrines, liturgy, rites and usages of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Unitod 


Statca of America, have placed the sante under my spiritual jurisdiction, and that of my successors in office, and lave requestod 


7 
me to consecrate it by the name of Hh (2.cte74 Church. 
NOW. THEREFORE, be it known that I Mintle Heath c ela Bek ants ob. &, 


“Bishop vf the Diocess of Western New-York, liaving taken the said house of worship under my spiritual jurisdiction, and that 


of my-aucccesors Inofficc; did, on this Aare. Ligsthk ——tayot ecetr ter, 
in the yoar of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fees Ley under the protection 
of Almighty God, and in the presence of divers of the clergy, and of n public eongrogation there assemblod, consecrate the same 
{o the worship ad service of ALMIGHTY GOD, the Fathor, the Son and the Holy Ghost, by the name of o/A GAlci 
Church. 


r 
And I do by theso prosents declare the said ptite4t 


nceordingly, and therchy ecpatated thenceforth from all unhallowed, worldly and common uses, and set apart and dodicated to 














Churoli to be conscorated 


the service of Almiglity GOD, for reading and preaching His Holy word, for cescbrating His Holy Sacramonts, for offering to lin 
glorious Majesty (lic sacrifices of prayor tliankegiving and praise for blessing the people in iis namie, and fur the performanea of 


all other holy offices according to the terms of {Tis Covenant of grace and mercy in his Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Gliriat, 





anf ancorifig to the ministry, doctrines, liturgy and ueages of the Protestant Episcopal Church in tho United States of America, 


>) . 
IN TESTIMONY WILEREOM, I have hereunte affixed my hand and scal, in Cé4 e101. ~~ 


the day and year above written, and the TAKK year of ny consecration. 


te Se 


Bishop of the Diocese pf Western New-York 










































































Huntineton, 





Diocrse or CentrAL New York, 
210 Walnut Place, Syracuse, N. Y. 


December 22, 1808. 


My Dear Brother :— 

Let me thank you for affording me the privilege of 
joining, with the voice of my heart if not of my tongue, 
in the Festival of commemorative thanksgiving and 
praise at St. Peter's, next Wednesday. We renew in 
ourselves, and in one another, the life and power and 
comfort of the Faith by calling to mind the names and 
the testimony of those gone before us who have lived 
and died in that “ Faith,” have manifested its “power,” 
and have been supported by its “comforts.” It seems 
quite probable that some of those will be heard, in the 
responses, who witnessed the “ setting apart,” at the 
Consecration Service. More than half the intervening 
time has elapsed within the term of my administration. 
I recall most distinctly the brilliancy of the summer 
Sunday, and the beauty of the landscape and the water, 
when, in 1869, I held my first confirmation with Dr. 
Smith,—my drive the day before from Hamilton, and 


the day after with him, to the other side of Oneida - 


Lake, where another church was consecrated; and [| 
remember faces which I then saw for the first time, 
which afterwards became dear to me. 

Parishes, like persons, have their characteristic feat- 
ures. St. Peter’s, has presented two, I think, that are 
worthy to be mentioned specially and gratefully: It 
has been distinguished for the uniform elevation, dig- 
nity and self-restraint in the character of its Rectors 
and Pastors, and for the wise moderation and reverent 
seriousness of its worship. 

I heartily wish you a joyful anniversary, and, for the 
shepherd and the flock, years of spiritual progress and 
peace to come, 

Faithfully and affectionately yours, 


F, D. Huntineton. 
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Friday 23d December, 1898. 
Rev. Joun T. Rose, 

Kind Rector, and to all the dear parish old and 
young who remember me, I send a most cordial greet- 
ing. 

I surely would love to be with you (to-day) for the 
fifty-year mile stone in the life of St. Peter’s church 
is worth marking. 

Your records will show how large a part of this 
period’s history was filled by my husband, the Rev. 
A. P. Smith, and something of this history you have 
doubtless written out, and given to your people. To 
many it will be of interest and some persons may tell 
you of the happy results of the thirty-three years’ life- 
work for the Master in the Village Church. I can not 
forget the kindly interest shown us by the dear church 
people. 

This occasion is really a family gathering, and a 
reunion, and I am sorry that so many of the parish 
are away from their homes, and thus deprived of tak- 
ing part in this fiftieth anniversary of the consecration 
of St. Peter’s Church. 

Most cordially your friend, 
Maria E. SMITH. 
3020 Indiana Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


I would like to add this Benediction: 


«The Lord Almighty bless thee 
From His own heavenly store ; 
The fullness of His presence 
Be with thee evermore.’’ 


a 








St. Paut’s REcTory, 
Flatbush, Brooklyn, N. Y., 


December 20, 1898. 


My Dear Mr. Rose :— 


Let me congratulate St. Peter's parish on the semi- 
centennial of its organization. There is a respect- 
ability in honorable old age; and the quiet dignity of 
St. Peter’s fifty years of life, is unusual, and enviable. 
It is older than its diocese. In those influences that 
go to form best character, it is more than abreast of 
its diocese. It has exerted, and still exerts, in matters 
religious, a strong, beneficial influence in Central 
New York. It has the position of advantage of the 
conquering Iroquois. It sends its strength and in- 
fluence in all directions down the slopes of the hills 
to the plains below. Its influence goes far beyond 
its own parochial lines. The children of this parish, 
in the most beautiful village, by the shores of the most 
beautiful lake, in the prettiest section of the noblest 
state-—those children scattered withersoever, forget it 
not, and the memories of it, and influences through it, 
bless and aidthem. My own Rectorship of St. Peter's. 
followed that of Dr. Smith. He was a strong char- 
acter, and made an impression of strong, true church- 
manship, not yet erased, upon the Parish, during his 
long rectorship, It is fifteen years or more since the 
death of Dr. Smith, and it seems like “calling the roll 
of the dead” to name over, in memory, the members 
of the Parish, as I first knew it. There are many 
whose names I cannot now recall: but Miss Spencer, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Sidney T. Fairchild, Mr. George 
S. Ledyard, Mr. R. F. H. Ledyard, Mr. John and Mr. 
Charles Stebbins, Mrs. Lincklaen, Mr. James Dows, 
Mr. Benjamin Brewster, Mrs. Boyle, Mrs. Trowbridge, 
Mrs. Greenland, Mr. Charles C. Gibbs, Mrs. Seymour 
and Mrs, Benjamin are now in God’s Paradise. God 
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rest their souls! They were strong characters, every- 
one, and a Parish inthemselves! And then asI recall 
the quiet, “otium cum dignitate,” type of life in the 
Mill Street Rectory, I think of my neighbors of that 
time. How many of them are gone And how kindly 
they were! God’s Presbyterian Saints they were— 
God’s own now, we know. Mr. and Mrs. Hobbie: 
who were literally next door to the church;and Mrs. 
Wm. Delos Wellsand Mrs. James Dows neighborly and 
sweetly circled me about. Such like characters made 
a neighborhood and created a memory that does not 
die. And then there was good Deacon Loomis, who 


still lives on mother earth, who invariably witha twinkle 


in his eye, would congratulate me on mending my 
ways when he found me eradicating and extracting 


and banishing the weeds from the paths in the Rectory 
grounds. It is all a pleasant memory of a peaceful 


time of long ago. I congratulate you on being Rector 


.of St. Peter’s, and I congratulate the parish on having 
you for Rector. You should now build a new church, 


in a commanding position in the town. It is quite the 
proper thing at a semi-centennial. When, during my 
Rectorship the south aisle and new organ were added 
to the church property, 1 thought surely the new 
Church would quickly come. 

With congratulations once again to the Parish and 
you, Iam my dear Mr. Rose, 

Yours truly, 
T. G. Jackson. 













































































Tue REcToRY, 
New Canaan, Ct., 
20th December, 1898. 
Dear Mr. Rose :— 

I congratulate your venerable Parish on the com- 
pletion of itshalf century of existence. It is a record 
of a long, useful life, lived in accord with the Master's 
law, upon which the Parish looks back to-day. Be 
ginning in the impulse of a simple faith in the church 
founded by Christ himself, which indeed has been 
all along during the period of its dignified existence 
the significant symbol of its origin and mission to the 
community, it has grown, like the stately trees of 
your beautiful village—spreading outward and reach- 
ing upward—and like the trees, affording refreshment 
for the weary, and comfort to the distressed, and giving 
beauty to God’s world. And to-day quaint, simple 
St. Peter’s stands to the community as the expression 
of the religious faith and hope of its children, dignified, 
conservative, true to its traditions, true to its creeds 
which have come down from the time when the fire 
of Pentecost was yet thrilling the great heart of the 
church. My own personal memories of St. Peter's 
are pleasant to recall. Fora term of years, which as: 
I grow older seem so short, I drank there “the wine 
of life from friendship’s chalice.” 

I wish I could be with you to-day in bodily presence 
as laminspirit and heart. I seem to myself to be 
standing at the altar with you,and seeking ever the 
well-remembered faces of the earnest, faithful wor- 
shipers who gather at the altar of the Lord God of 
Hosts like children around the hearth fire of a happy, 
united home. I would not cast a cloud over the hap- 
piness of your glad day. Nor would I inject even one 
sad note to mar the music of rejoicing. But I am one 
of those who live in the past of your Parochial life. 
When I look backward to-day I see many a face that 
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has gone forever from human sight. Many a life that 
has made thelittle world of St. Peter’s, and the larger 
world of Cazenovia brighter, better, more elevated, 
more happy and contented, because they have lived 
and learned the principles of right living from the 
church, altar, lectern, and pulpit like children the 
trusting faith of childhood at the mother’s knee. Yes, 
there are those whose forms, whose smiles, whose 
voices I remember, for they seem to come back and 
be present with me, and comfort and keep me in some 
real way beyond my power to express, as they helped 
and comforted when alive on the earth. Men and 
women whose lives gave meaning to the church, whose 
principles they manifested, and have left as an endow- 
ment for their Parish and neighborhood, the legacy 
of noble manhood and chaste womanhood. Among 
the many men and women who were intimately as- 
sociated with my life in Cazenovia I name George S. 
Ledyard, upright, clean, firm principled—iiving close 
to nature’s heart, and himself in those characteristics 
which gave him that individuality which was his great 
charm and called forth the esteem and trust of all who 
knew him, the child of a union of the true human 
spirit, and the spirit which manifests itself in nature, 
and elevates the soul where it finds lodging place above 
the artificialities of society and the paltriness of its 
motives. Charles Stebbins, the loyal, loving church- 
man and good citizen, manifesting his love for the 
Church and the community in earnest zeal, in un fail- 
ing generosity, in a sincere interest in all that con- 
cerned the Christian welfare of the community. John 
Stebbins, the quiet man of simple tastes and habits, of 
strong convictions and strong good sense; aman who 
always preached me a sermon without words on the 
“ Power of Silence.” And R, Fitz-Hugh Ledyard, my 
dear companion, familiar friend and fellow-worker 
always ready to take up with a sunny cheerfulness 


and that unfailing courtesy of manner and speech 
which made him grateful to eye and heart any burden 
the rector saw fit tolay upon him. And of the women 
what shall I say: Among those whom I have known, 
who have helped to make the world brighter by defy- 
ing the tyranny of a heartless society, two women 
stand out from the rest and rise above them in a noble 
pre-eminence, Mrs. Lincklaen, the Christian gentle- 
woman, whose life gave forth a gracious fragrance like 
the perfume of a flower, sweetening the power that 
is in the hands of every true-hearted woman. And 
Mrs. Fairchild, whose bouyant nature was like a burst 
of sunshine upon the depressed, inspiriting, lighten- 
ing the gloom of a sombre day. These are names of 
those pure and happy spirits who have passed away 
from earth and carried our hearts with them, and who 
by the mighty attraction of love, lure our spirits to the 
place of happiness and purity. Their lives are a pre- 
ious memory, and not the least among the reasons for 
thankfulness. Our prayer to-day, as indeed of all the 
days, is that we may have grace so to follow the 
bléssed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we 
may come to those unspeakable joys which God has 
prepared for those who unfeignedly love him. 
I am, with regard, 
Faithfully yours, : 
Rosert Howranp NEIDE. 
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‘Rector’s Hooress. 





Fifty years ago there was great rejoicing among the 
little band of church peoplehere in Cazenovia. Bishop 
Onderdonk had been here as early as 1834. Bishop 
DeLancey had been here several times; and services 
according to the rites of the Church had been held 
here from time to time by various missionaries ; butlittle 
work of a permanent character had been accomplished 
before the Rev. Mason Gallagher assumed charge 
of the mission in 1844. After this the permanence 
of the Church in Cazenovia.was assured. There had 
beenyears of waiting and times of uncertainty, then there 
had come a brighter day and a time of hopefulness. 
And, now, at the christmas-tide of 1848 hope obtained 
fruition. A church had been built, paid for, and upon 
December 28, 1848, was consecrated to the service of 
Almighty God according to the doctrine, discipline 
and worship of the Church which the original band of 
Church people here loved so devotedly, and which we, 
their successors, love, I trust, with the same fervor. 
The Church was consecrated by the Rt. Rev. Dr. 
DeLancey, Bishop of what was then the diocese of 
Western New York. The Rev. Mr. Gallagher had 
removed from Cazenovia in June, 1846. The Rev. 
Samuel H. Cox, Jr. assumed charge of the Church 
early in the following year and was the Rector at the 
time of the consecration of the Church building. 
Among others there is one name which is especially 
identified with the planting and growth of our Church 
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in Cazenovia, and that is Mrs. Charles Stebbins, sr. 
Persistent in her efforts, unwearied in labors, constant 
in prayers she lived to see the fulfillment of her hopes, 
and to enjoy the ministrations of the Church in a con- 
secrated building in this village. Four generations 
belonging to the family of this “Mother in Israel” 
have been constant and faithful in their support of St. 
Peter’s Church. Children, grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren rise up to call her blessed, and her works 
do follow her. Among those who were intimately 
associated with Mrs. Stebbins in the earliest work of 
the Church here were Mrs. Ledyard Lincklaen, Mrs. 
Alexander Krumbhaar, Mr, Wm. Greenland, Mr. M. 
J. Trowbridge. Mrs. Lincklaen and Mrs, Krumbhaar 
possessed an interest in the Parish and a zeal for its 
welfare which fitly and efficiently seconded the labors 
of Mrs. Stebbins. Mr. Greenland was one of the few 
Church people who was here before the organization 
of the Parish, coming to Cazenovia in 1843. Upon 
the organization of the Parish Mr. Greenland was 
elected a Warden and wascontinued in that office by 
the suffrages of the Parish until his death in 1866. A 
long record of service and devotion to the Church and 
the Parish. Of him we may say: “ Well done good 
and faithful servant.” Mr. Trowbridge frequently 
read the service in the absence of a clergyman, and 
I find upon the records a minute of the vestry thank 
ing him for his services as a lay-reader. 

The Parish was legally organized upon November 
17, 1845. Easter Tuesday was designated as the day 
for the annual Parish meeting; and upon the Tuesday 
in Easter-week following the legal incorporation into 
the diosese, viz: Tuesday in Easter-week, 1846, the 
following named persons were duly elected: 

Wardens, William Greenland, M. J. Trowbridge. 

Vestrymen, Charles Stebbins, Anson W. Spencer, 
S.H. Henry, M. W. Shapley, Stephen M. Potter, B. 





C. Paddock, K. M. Guiteau and H. A. Nichols. 

Thos. W. Seward was appointed treasurer, and 
Henry A. Nichols clerk of the said vestry. The first 
confirmation in Cazenovia was held in the Presbyterian 
Church by Bishop DeLancey upon October 30, 1846. 
At that service six candidates were confirmed, The 
first baptism of which there is any record was admin- 
istered January 12, 1845. At that time four children 
of James and Sarah Postlewhite were baptized. Upon 
the day of the consecration of the Church the rite of 
confirmation was administered to six candidates. So 
far as I am able to gather only two of that class sur- 
vive, one of them, Miss Sarah Louisa Dwinelle, still 
being a communicant of St. Peter's Church. Miss 
Dwinelle, together with Mr. and Mrs. William B. 
Dean, are the only persons now connected with the 
Parish who were communicants upon the day of the 
consecration of the Church. There are other names 
identified with the history of St. Peter’s Church which 
will occurtoyou. There aresomehere to-night whore- 
call the early days of which lam speaking, and there are 
others whoat subsequent periods took up,and have con- 
tinued, the labors of the faithful few who gave thanks 
to God for His mercies at the Christmas-tide of 1848. 
The Rev. Dr, A. P. Smith was rector of the Parish 
for thirty-three years, In his case was exemplified 
the theory of the Church, viz: that a clergyman shall 
live, grow old, and die in the same Parish, Dr. Smith 
grounded the people in the principles of positive 
churchmanship, and his influence still survives in the 
Parish. It was during the rectorship of Dr, Smith 
that what is now the present vestry-room was built; it 
was known as “the parsonage” and was occupied by 
Dr, Smith as a residence both before and after his 
marriage. It was also during the rectorship of Dr. 
Smith that the present rectory was purchased, which 


has been occupied by Dr. Smith, Rev. Mr. Jackson, 
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Rey. Mr. Neide, and Rev. Mr. Rose. The Rey. Dr. 
Smith departed this life in 1882. He sleeps, as does 
also the first rector of the Parish, Rev. Mr. Gallagher, 
in our beautiful village cemetery. Dr. Smith was 
succeeded by the Rev. T. G. Jackson. During the 
ministry of Rey. Mr. Jackson the organ now in use 
was purchased, and the first enlargement of the Church 
building was made. The Rev. Mr. Neide came to the 
Parish in 1886. The Rev. Mr. Rose assumed the 
charge of the Parish in 1891. Mr. William Watkins 
was elected Warden in 1873. Mr. John V. Needham 
was elected Warden in 1881. Both of these gentle- 
men, with the exception of a short interval, in each 
case, have faithfully and acceptably served the Parish 
as Wardens until the present time. Mr. Watkins 
has frequently represented the Parish in the conven- 
tions of the diocese. 

Mr. M. J. Trowbridge, Mr. Chas. Stebbins, jr., and 
Mr, John V. Needham have acted in the Parish as 
duly appointed lay-readers. Mr. Chas. Stebbins, jr., 
and Miss Dwinelle interested themselves in Sunday 
School work at an early day in the history of the 
Parish, There are some here to-night who remember 
when they went as Sunday School scholars to the 
Christmas tree in Miss Spencer’s house. The Christ- 
mas festival in connection with the tree for the Sunday 
School which we held upon last Monday evening was 
certainly quite a contrast to one of the first of the 
Christmas trees which was prepared for our Sunday 
School during the early part of the ministry of Dr. 
Smith. Mrs. Chas, Stebbins, jr., with some assistance, 
cleaned the room occupied as a book-bindery in the 
Hobbie Block over Mr, Crandall’s book store, collected 
money from a few faithful Church-people, dressed the 
tree, and sent to the rooma freezer of ice-cream. The 
Christmas festival for the children is an excellent 
custom which has grown in popularity and which will, 








I trust, continue to attract the interest of the Parish. 
There is nothing more fitting in every way than to 
place in the Church gifts and memorials which shall 
be permanent ornaments in the Lord’s House, or used 
in the celebration of the divine services. Among the 
gifts and memorial offerings in St. Peter's Church I 
note the following, under the head of gifts: 

1. Chancel Window—Mr. W. K. Lothrop. 

Cross and Altar Deck—Mrs. John Stebbins. 
Alms Bason—Mrs, John Stebbins, 

Ewer—Rey. Dr. F, L. Norton. 

Font—Mrs. Alexander Krumbhaar. 

. Eagle Lectern—Mr. Wm. G. Park. 

. Lettering on the walls of the Church—Mrs, Wm. 
M. Gibson. 

8. Silk Chalice Veil and Burse, used for the first 
time on Christmas Day—Mrs. Arthur W. Kennard. 

9. The White Altar Cloth and Hangings—Mrs. 
Sidney T. Fairchild. 

ro, Green Cloth and Hangings—Miss Fitz-Hugh. 

11. Violet Cloth and Hangings and Red Cloth and 
Hangings—Mrs. John Stebbins, 

Under the head of Memorials: 

1. The Candlesticks—Miss Fitz-Hugh, 

2, Vases—Mrs, Lewison Fairchild. 

3. Bread-Box—Mrs. John Stebbins. 

4. The Communion Service, with the exception of 
the paten, was given as a memorial by the children of 
Mr, and Mrs. Charles Stebbins, sr., upon the occasion 
of the Golden Wedding of their parents. The paten 
was given before the other pieces and was bought with 
fifty dollars which was left by John, the young son 
of Mr. and Mrs, Chas. Stebbins, jr. Also there has. 
been one offering taken in the Church towards the 
purchase of a brass tablet to the memory of the Rev. 
Dr, Smith. 

Let me close by saying a few words of a personal 
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nature. As the Bishop tells us in his letter: Parishes 
like individuals have their characteristics.” This 
Parish has been known as having an intelligent and 
substantial membership; it is a Parish which has 
avoided getting into debt; a Parish which has rec- 
ognized the duty of taking the canonical offerings; 
and a Parish which has dealt generously by its min- 
isters, During my ministry here in St. Peter's I have 
found all these things to be true. I came to you in 
1891, and during the nearly eight years of my service 
here I have found kindness, generosity, and deference 
to my wishes on the part of my people. There are 
many things that occur to me, and things which I 
should like to say at this time, but the time-limit for- 
bids. During my ministry the second addition to the 
Church building has been made, the organ removed 
to its present position, and the guild room has been 
built. Additions which have been a great help to us 
in the work of the Parish. As I look over the records 
I cannot help but note one fact, and that is, the 
number of those who have companied with us who 
have gone to the rest in Paradise during my ministry 
among you. During the early part of my ministry I 
was called upon to read the Burial Service over the 
remains of a former Warden of the Church, Mr. O, 
W. Sage. I read the sacred words telling of the 
blessed hope of the resurrection over all that was 
mortal of the two sons of Mr.and Mrs. Chas. Stebbins, 
sr. John and Charles. In them the faith and interest 
which their parents displayed in the Church and in 
this Parish continued unabated to the end. It has 
been my privilege here to be admitted tothe friendship 
of two Christian women whose remains I committed 
to the earth with a sense of personal loss, but with the 
full assurance that it was well withthem. Mrs. Sidney 
T. Fairchild possessed a faith as clear and bright as 
her own sunny disposition. Many blessings were her's 














and many blessings she dispensed. I am sure that to 
her may be applied the words of the Psalmist ; “ With 
long life will I satisfy thee and show thee my salva- 
tion.” Mrs. Lincklaen connected the Parish of our 
own day with the time when the little band of faithful 
ones worshipped in the “upper room.” Her character 
was an exemplification of the type of piety that is 
formed by the nurture of our Church, gentle, pure 
hopeful. And, “Blessed are the pure in heart 
for they shall see God.” It has been a source of re- 
gret to me that by reason of an unfortunate accident I 
was not able to be present and officiate at the funeral 
services of my friend Mr, Richard Fitz-Hugh Ledyard. 
Mr. Ledyard although not having the priestly ordina- 
tion was nevertheless in a true sense by reason of 
character and interests a devout and faithful minister 
of Jesus Christ. There are many other names upon 
our Register which will be recalled by some who are 
here to-night. The very fact that I have been with so 
many of you in affliction and death makes me feel 
nearer to this Parish and this people. I will add asa 
matter of present-day interest, that the Parish is well 
spoken of for generous contributions toward the work 
of the Church at large; that Mr. Robert J. Hubbard has 
represented the diocese in two General Conventions of 
the Church; and also that St. Peter’s by reason of the 
number of people from different parts of the country 
who, from time to time, worship within its walls, exerts 
an influence that extends far beyondits own borders. 

And now beloved as we have passed this epoch in 
the life of our Parish and go on withthe duties and 
privileges which we share together: “May the Lord 
bless us and keep us; may He cause His face to shine 
upon us, and be gracious unto us, now and forever- 
more.” 





































































































EmMANUAL REcToRY, 
Norwich, N. Y. 


May the blessing of the Holy Trinity and the peace 
of God be with you, my beloved friends in St. Peter’s 
Parish. I regret that I cannot be present at the 
fiftieth anniversary of the building, which, though now 
surpassed by many, fifty years ago represented the 
great sacrifice of a devoted group of souls thoroughly 
loyal to the Church of Christ. The spirit of faith and 
kindness has always marked its history, and it has been 
well spoken of for good works. 

No more earnest vows and prayers and no heartier 
thanksgivings have been offered anywhere than with- 
in these walls. May God strengthen and bless the 
Parish. 

With much love to my friends, 
Henry D. STEBBINS. 


SYRACUSE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
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Witiow Bank, 
Cazenovia, N, Y.., 


December 28, 1898. 


My Dear Mr. Rose:— 

It is with a deep feeling of thankfulness that I 
recall some of the people and incidents connected with 
the early life of our Church. The home and harbor 
of many of our dear saints who have gone before. 
Foremost among those to whom we are indebted for this 
Church are Mrs. Charles Stebbins, and Mrs. Ledyard 
Lincklaen. Upon her marriage Mrs. Stebbins came 
here from Schaghticoke where she had been confirmed 
by and under the influence of Bishop Hobart. She was 
a staunch Churchwoman, having passed the first fifty 
years of her life without a Church in the places where 
she lived. For the twenty-five years in Schaghticoke 
she went to Troy for the Church services, and she was 
twenty-five years in Cazenovia before she was able to 
secure this little Church, One canimagine how she 
longed for its services, and yet she brought up her 
children in conformity to the Church. She went to 
the Presbyterian and Methodist Churches on Sundays 
as was most convenient, but going to Manlius, where 
a Church was already established, for her communions 
and to have her children baptized. 

She was a woman of firm faith, deep piety, and 
endowed with a remarkably clear judgment. I re- 
member feeling all this during the last years of her life. 
She seemed to have attained a height from whence 
she could see higher and farther than I could; she 
took such a calm and unimpassioned view of life as she 
stood upon the verge of this world. Truly she ripened 
well for Paradise. 

It must have been a picturesque sight, that little 
procession which went from Mr. Stebbins’ house to 
the chapel of the Seminary early in the autumn of 1844, 





each one carrying a lighted lamp or candle, for the 
first service of our Church. Mr. Gallagher came here 
as a missionary and started the Church, but remained 
only afew years. We have nota list of all who walked 
in that procession, all we know is that Mrs. Stebbins 
with her family and friends were in it. It could not 
have been many weeks that they worshiped there for 
we have the subscription paper for furnishing the 
upper room for Church services. This room was in 
the Burr block and was entered from the west side of 
the building. The first subscription paper runs as 
follows: “We the undersigned agree to pay the sums 
set opposite our names to the vestrymen of St. Peter’s 
Church, Cazenovia, (lately organized in this village) 
for the purpose of fitting up in a proper manner the 
room now rented for the services of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church; to pay the rent of the same for one 
year and the salary of a clergyman for the same time 
and incidental expenses. Cazenovia, November 12, 
1844. I give the names which follow thisagreement 
for we would like to remember all who were instru- 
‘mental in founding the Church, It is headed by A. 
W. Spencer, then 5S. W. Perkins, S. H. Henry, John 
Ryan. Heisone of the few now living. He moved to 
Syracuse some years since. He sang inthechoir. K. 
N. Guiteau now living in St. Paul, Minnesota; James 
Postlewhite, H. A. Nichols, Thomas Heath, Edw. T. 
Pratt, John Adams, Richard Adams, J. Dean Hawley; 
he also is living in Syracuse; James Gale, P. E. Blair, 
Thos, P. Bishop, C. Stebbins, John Williams, Jefferson 
Chubbuck, Ira H. Bates, Wm. Mills, S. M. Potter, J. 
Hobbie, R. A. Mitchell, Chas, G. Worden, Wm, Green- 
land, who was our senior warden, Well do I remem- 
ber the dignified appearance he and his wife made in 
Church, looking over the same prayer-book, I can 
see him now laying aside the book when the time came 
for him to collect thealms. They were an interesting 











picture. To continue the list: Ledyard Lincklaen, 
Oliver Jewell, Thos, Booth, James Calvin, Horace J. 
Frizelle, Geo. Ehle, J. Greenland, L. W. Berthrong, 
J. D. Ledyard, General C. Fay, Mrs. M. Baker, Emily 
W. Pattison, Not a long list nor were the sums large 
from our present point of view, but it was a beginning. 
I think this paper was drawn up by K. N. Guiteau, it 
looks like his hand writing. He says that he thinks 
Wm. Greenland and M. J. Trowbridge were our first 
Wardens. Martin Shapley playedthe organ. Adelaide 
Jewell and Hobert Paddock sang, also Perry G, Childs, 
though he may have come into the choir a little later. 
The number of young men interested in the Church 
at that time was large for the place. There were 
Denise and George Ledyard, John and Charles 
Stebbins, Perry and J. D. L. Childs, Hobart Paddock, 
Henry Nichols, Mr, Frizzelle Dean and Oliver Hawley, 
all doing what they could to help it on. 

Many in the village who were not Church people 
were interested and used to go particularly to the four 
o'clock service on Sunday afternoons. I well remem- 
ber the services in that upper room; the chants, the 
Christmas greens, the text in green on the wall, were 
alla revelation tome. Mrs. Lincklaen came here from 
Utica about the time, or just before the Church was 
organized, and began in the Church her long life of 
kindness and charity; wise in her counsels and gen- 
erous in support. She was musical and played with 
taste, but did not know the organ. However, she took 
lessons in thorough bass and harmony to enable her 
to play the little organ, which she did faithfully for 
some years. 

There were others that one recalls, Mrs, Baker, who: 
was a loyal daughter of the Church, At one time she 
grew so eager for the services she had enjoyed so 
much in Albany, her former home, when Christmas: 
approached she begged to be allowed to trim the 








Presbyterian Church with greens, that she might see 
something to remind her of the Festival. The Deans, 
two families of them; Mr. Spear and family, also Mrs. 
John Hersey. Thus the little Church grew, not rap- 
idly but surely, for in four years we had the present 
Church finished, furnished and consecrated. I quote 
from some of Mrs. Stebbins’ letters to her daughter, 
Mrs. Gallagher, which give some interesting details of 
that time. Under date of November 15, 1848, she 
writes, “The Church is nearly completed, the pews 
are all up one side, the windows are put in and they 
are very beautiful, particularly the Chancel window. 
They have determined to have a furnace to warm the 
Church. I suppose it will be several weeks yet before 
the paint will get dry and all ready, but we are all 
happy in the prospect and I look forward to the day 
as one of the happiest of my life.” 

Again under date of December 8, 1848, she writes, 
“T have been hard at work for three days and a half 
on the Church carpet; the ladies met two afternoons 
and sewed up the long bredths, but the Chancel carpet 


and the space around the lecturn I chose to do myself. 


It is now all ready to put down. I was very happy 
making it, and I could not but reflect upon the time, 
four years ago to a day, the Saturday before Advent 
Sunday, when I was nailing down the little cotton 
carpet in that upper room, and some gentlemen came 
in and smiled to see me so happy and engaged. It 
was the day of small things. I remember that I then 
wondered whether I should ever be fitting a carpet in 
the Chancel of a real Church that should be con- 
secrated and set apart for the worship of God. I 
thought then it might possibly be five years, or ten 
years—I might not live to see the day but I hoped 
my children would, as a beginning was made; but I 
had no idea of seeing in four years such a beautiful 
Church erected, and furnished so handsomely as it 











will be. Our organ will be put up in a few days, our 
carpet is the best quality of ingrain—we have 180 
yards in it; our cushions are nearly all finished. 

Mrs. Vanderwater, of New York, has presented us 
with an altar cloth of crimson velvet, made up very 
handsomely, with a rich fringe and tassels. It is too 
elegant for us and so is the Chancel window (given by 
Mr. Lothrop, of New York.) I mean too extravagant 
for our means, but they are presented to the Church 
by friends and we are gratified. 

They are graining and varnishing the Church. It 
seems to be slow work as only one man can do it. It 
will be two weeks yet before it will be dry and ready 
for service, which brings it to the day before Christ- 
mas. The pewsare to be sold the 21st of this month, 
and the Church to be consecrated the 28th. 

It seems as if your husband ought to be here, notonly 
at the consecration but now, we always associate him 
so much with the Church and its progress, (for he has 
helped us on with it all) that we are continually re- 
reminded of the interest he has always taken in its 
concerns. And yesterday when I went among our 
people to consult about matters connected with the 
Church, Mr. Gallagher's name was mentioned in con- 
nection with the welfare of the Church, by almost 
every one. We wish Mr. Gallagher could be with us 
ashort time. Mr. Gallagher ought to be here, I often 
hear, and as for myself, I do regret very much that all 
my dear children cannot be with us at this interesting 
season, I feel continually to pray to God that all this 
prosperity may promote our spiritual welfare. May 
our church be filled with true and faithful worship- 
ers. Those “who worship God in spirit and in truth” 
—may none be left to be satisfied with a form of god- 
liness. I have faith to believe that those who have 
contributed so liberally and made such exertions to 
establish this church will be blessed, that many will 
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be trained for Heaven, for God will hear the prayers 
of his people.” 

Mr. Stebbins also was deeply interested in the 
Church working and arranging for it constantly. He 
watched almost every timber placed and every nail 
driven. 

The first marriage in the Church was that of Mr. 
Stebbins’ youngest daughter, Catharine, to Mr. 
Watkinson, of Middletown, Conn. 

Mr. William B. Dean was the builder and afterwards 
the sexton for many years, 

This Church which our ancestors cherished so fond- 
ly and laboured so hard to establish, may we value it 
more, and strive to worship in it with pure hearts fer- 
vently. 

Very truly, 
KATHARINE F, STEBBINS. 











December 26th, 1898. 
Dear Mr. Rose:— 

Thank you for your letter informing us of the com- 
ing observance on the 28th, of the semi-centennial an- 
niversary of the consecration of our church. Mr. 
Fairchild and I wish that we might be with the par- 
ishioners of St. Peter’s on that day, but as that 
seems impossible we hope not to be forgotten as of 
their number. 

Mr. Fairchild’s earliest recollection of a Christmas 
service is of one in the “upper room” on Albany St.— 
where all was set and hung with evergreens. My mem- 
ory does not serve me so well, but brings back as its 
first impression a summer service in the present build- 
ing, when the chancel window was especially impress- 
ed on my mind. Many were the kind faces the little 
children of that early congregation might look up to, 
Of those who sat in front of us I recall especially 
Miss Spencer, Mr. and Mrs. Greenland, Mrs. Knowl- 
ton, Mrs. Seymour. Later aretired naval officer, Com- 
modore Whiting, I think, came to live in Cazenovia, 
and was a regular attendant with his daughter and sis- 
ter-in-law. 

Mr. Stebbins was never absent, and now I would 
speak of one always at his side, “Without Mrs. Steb- 
bins,” my mother always told me “we should never 
have had here a church of our own.” Her efforts 
were well and loyally supported, but her initiative car- 
ried the enterprise through. _It will not be forgotten, 
but it seems good for me to bear testimony to it once 
more. 

I wish I might better respond to your request for 
recollections of the earlier days of the Church. With 
our best wishes for the anniversary and the New 
Year, believe me, 

Yours sincerely, 
He ten L, FarrcHiLp, 
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‘Rectors. 


. Mason Gallagher, D. D., 

. S. Hanson Cox, Jr., D. D., 

. Albert P. Smith, D. D., 

. Townend G. Jackson, 

. Robert Howland Neide, D. D., 
. John T. Rose, 





1844-1846 
1846-1850 


1850-1882 
1882-1886 
1886-1890 
1890 







































































Wardens. 





William Greenland, - - 


Anson W. Spencer, - 
Charles Stebbins, : - 
Morgan J. Trowbridge, - 
Sherlock W. Perkins, -_ - 
Charles Stebbins, Jr., 1863, 
Orrin W. Sage - 
Alonzo B. Allen, - : : 
William Watkins, - - 
John R. Watts, — - 
John V. Needham, - = 


Jerome H. Carpenter, -~— - 


1852-1862, 
1866-1870, 


- 


1873-1880, 


- 


1881, 


1844-1866 
1844 

1845 
1846-1851 
1864-1865 
1873-1877 
1867-1872 
1871-1872 
1883-— 
1878-1882 
188 3- 

- 1882 




















Vestrpmen. 





Martin W. Shapley, - + 
Kendrick N. Guiteau, - 

J. Dean Hawley, - - 
Sherlock W. Perkins « 
Charles G. Worden, - - 
John Ryan, “ - = 
Edward F. Pratt, - 
David G. Keeler, - - 
Stephen M. Potter, - 
Anson W. Spencer, - 
Sylvester H. Henry, - 
Sylvester Coin, - - - 
Joseph Greenland, - - 
Charles Stebbins, - - 


B. C. Paddock, - - - 


H. A. Nichols, : - 
Thomas W. Seward, - - 
William H. Dwinelle - 
B. Rush Wendell, - - - 
Ransom Curtis - . 
Hobert G. Paddock, - 
O. A. Hawley, 
Perry G. Childs, - - 
Morgan J. Trowbridge, - 
Dedvard Lincklaen, - - 
George W. Carpenter, - 
Chas. Stebbins Jr. 1852-1862, 
Chas. Crandall, « - 


1844-1850 
1844-1854 


- 1844 


1844-1845; 1850-1851 


- 1844 
- 1844 
1844 

- 1844 


1845-1848 


1845-1854 


- 1845-1846, 1848 


1852-1855, 
1864-1865, 


~ 1845 
- 1845 
1846-1868 
1846-1847 
1846-1848 
1847-1849 
1849 
1849-1850 
1849-1851 
1850-1856 
- 1851 

- 1851 
1852-1853 
1852-1864 
1877-1881 
1871-1872 
1854-1864 


























a SSeS SNe Se 


Orrin W. Sage, - 1855; 1859-1861, 1865-1866 


- - 1873-1880 
fohw Stebbins - 1855- 1865, 1870-1892 
Edward M. Holmes - 1856-1868 
J. Denise Ledyard - - 1856-1857 
Geo. A. Spear, - 1857-1858, 1866-1869, 1875 
George S. Ledyard, - 1858-1874, 1876-1881 
Horatio Hubbard - - - 1862-1873 
Sherlock W. Perkins, - - - 1863 
L. Wolters Ledyard - - 1865-1869, 1874 
William Watkins, - - 1866-1872, 1882 
Lewison Fairchild, - - - 1867-1868 i 
Ezekiel P. More, - . - - 1870 
John R. Watts, - - 1873-1876, 1886— 
Edward C. Hackley, - - 1875-1880 
Robert J. Hubbard, - - - 1881- 
Jerome H. Carpenter, - - - 1881 
John V. Needham, - - - - 1882 
R. Fitz-Hugh Ledyard, - - - 1882-1890 
Sidney T. Fairchild, - - - 1883 
Howard Ames, - - - - 1883-1885 
A. Lewis Trowbridge, - 1884-1888 
Sackett M. Barclay - - 1889- 
George W. Salisbury, - - 1891- 
J. H. Ten-Eyck Burr, - - 1892- 
Henry Burden, 2nd, - - 1896- 
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